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IN THE CLAIMS 

1 . (Currently amended): A method for preparing a flavor e d beverage 
supplemented with native whey protein or native casein protein , comprising the 
following steps: 

a) adding trehalose to a normal l y - b i tt e r/cardboard tast i ng prot ei n liquid 
including native whey protein or native casein protein ; wherein the 
trehalose i s substantia ll y distribut e d throughout th e normally 
b i tt e r/cardboard tasting prote i n and the native whey protein or native 
casein protein form a mixture : and wherein the trehalose and the normal l y 
bitter/cardboard tast i ng prot e in form a mixture is substantially distributed 
throughout the mixture ; 

b) removing water from the mixture, wherein the mixture is substantially 
dehydrated; 

c) add i ng th e mixtur e to a flavor e d b e v e rag e using the mixture as a 
component of a beverage : wherein the mixture has a substantially neutral 
effect on the flavor of the beverage. 

2. (Currently amended): A method for preparing a f l avor e d beverage, comprising 
the following steps: 

a) adding trehalose to liquid including native whey protein or native casein 
protein ; wherein the trehalose and the native whey protein or native 
casein protein form a mixture, and wherein the trehalose is substantially 
distributed throughout th e wh e y prot e in; and wh e r e in th o trehalos e and 

b) removing water from the mixture, wherein the mixture is substantially 
dehydrated; 
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c) adding the mixture to a f l avor e d beverage; wherein the mixture has a 
substantially neutral effect on the flavor of the beverage. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Currently amended): The method d e scrib e d in according to claim 42, wherein 
the norm a l ly bitter/cardb o ar d tas t ing pr ot ei n native whey protein or native casein 
protein is in a form selected from the group consisting of whey protein isolate, 
cond e nsat e , and hydrolyzat e w hev protein concentrate, casein protein isolate and 
casein protein concentrate . 

5. (Currently Amended): The method d e scrib e d i n according to claim 42, claim 2, or 
c l a i m 3, wherein the beverage is selected from the group consisting of sport 
beverages, meal replacement beverages, nutritional supplement beverages, fruit 
juices, and soda pop. 

6. (Currently Amended): A method for preparing an additive for a beverage, 
comprising the following steps: 

a) adding trehalose to a n o r m a ll y bitter/c a rd board tasting prot e in liguid 



distributed throughout the mixture; 

b) removing water from the mixture; wherein the mixture is substantially 
dehydrated; 

c) formulating an additive comprising t he substantially dehydrated mixture 
i nto at le ast part of th e add i tiv e; wherein the additive has a substantially 
neutral effect on the flavor of the beverage. 



including native whey protein or native casein protein ; wherein the 
trehalose and the native whey protein or native casein protein is 
substantially distribut e d throughout th e normally b i tt e r/cardboard tasting 
prot ei n; and wher e in th e tr e halos e and th e norma l ly bittor/cardboard 




Hf»-form a mixture; and wherein the trehalose is substantially 



7. 



(Cancelled) 
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8. (Cancelled) 

9. (Currently amended): The method accord i ng to accordinq to claim 6, wherein the 
norma l ly bitt e r/cardboard tast i ng prot e in native whey protein or native casein 
protein is in a form selected from the group consisting of whey protein isolate, 
cond e nsat e , and hydrolyzat e w hey protein concentrate, casein protein isolate and 
casein protein concentrate . 

10. (Currently amended): The method d e scribed i n according to claim 6, cla i m 7, or 
c l aim 8, wherein the beverage is selected from the group consisting of sport 
beverages, meal replacement beverages, nutritional supplement beverages, fruit 
juices, and soda pop. 

1 1 . (Currently amended): An additive for a beverage, comprising a normally 
b i tt e r/cardboard - tasting prot e in a substantially dehydrated mixture of native whey 
protein or native casein protein and trehalose; wherein the trehalose is 
substantially distributed throughout the norm al ly bi tt e r/cardboard tast i ng 
PfQtetn mixture : wh e r e in th e norma l ly bitt o r/cardboard tast i ng prot e in and 
tr e ha l os e form a substant i ally d e hydrated mixtur e ; and wherein the additive has 
a substantially neutral effect on the flavor of the beverage. 

12. (Cancelled) 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Currently amended): The additive d e scrib e d in according to claim 1 1 , wherein 
the normally bitter/cardboard tast i ng prot e in native whey protein or native casein 
protein is in a form selected from the group consisting of whev protein isolate, 
cond e nsat e , and hydro I zat e w hev protein concentrate, casein protein isolate and 
casein protein concentrate . 

1 5. (Currently Amended): The additive d e scrib e d i n according to claim 1 1 ,- Gla i m 12, 
or claim 13, wherein the beverage is selected from the group consisting of sport 
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beverages, meal replacement beverages, nutritional supplement beverages, fruit 
juices, and soda pop. 

16. (Currently amended): A beverage comprising an additive; wherein the additive 
comprises a norma ll y b i tt e r/oardb o a r d - tast i nq - protein and a substantially 
dehydrated mixture of native whey protein or native casein protein and trehalose; 
wherein the trehalose is substantially distributed throughout the norma l ly 
bitt e r/cardboard tast i ng prot e in mixture ; wh e r e in th e normally bitt o r/cardboard 
tasting prot e in and tr e halos e form a substant i a ll y dehydrat e d m ixtu re ; and 
wherein the additive has a substantially neutral effect on the flavor of the 
beverage. 

17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Cancelled) 

19. (Currently amended): The a ddi tiv e d e s cribed in beveraqe according to claim 16, 
wherein the normall y b it te r/ c a rdbo ard tasting protein native whey protein or native 
casein protein is in a form selected from the group consisting of whey protein 
isolate, cond e nsate, and hvdro l vzat e whev protein concentrate, casein protein 
isolate and casein protein concentrate . 

20. (Currently Amended): The additive d e scr i b e d in according to claim 16, c l a i m 17, 
or c l aim 18, wherein the beverage is selected from the group consisting of sport 
beverages, meal replacement beverages, nutritional supplement beverages, fruit 
juices, and soda pop. 

21 . (Currently Amended): T-heA f l avored beverage prepared by the method 
described in claim 42 , c l a i m 2, or cla i m 3 . 

22. (Currently Amended): T-heA n additive prepared by the method described in 

23. (New): The method according to claim 2, wherein the beverage is a flavored 
beverage. 
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24. (New): The method according to claim 2, wherein the mixture comprises relative 
amounts of trehalose to native whey protein or native casein protein ranging from 
weight ratios of about 5:95 to about 99:1. 

25. (New): The method according to claim 2, wherein the mixture comprises relative 
amounts of trehalose to native whey protein or native casein protein in a weight 
ratio of about 50:50. 

26. (New): The method according to claim 2, wherein the amount of mixture used in 
step (c) provides the native whey protein or native casein protein in an amount to 
make up about 0.5% to about 20% of the beverage. 

27. (New): The method according to claim 2, wherein the amount of mixture used in 
step (c) provides the native whey protein or native casein protein in an amount to 
make up about 1 .67% of the beverage. 

28. (New): The method according to claim 6, wherein the mixture comprises relative 
amounts of trehalose to native whey protein or native casein protein ranging from 
weight ratios of about 5:95 to about 99:1. 

29. (New): The method according to claim 6, wherein the mixture comprises relative 
amounts of trehalose to native whey protein or native casein protein in a weight 
ratio of about 50:50. 



6 



